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WELCOME

Welcome to Girl Scouts, Hornets’ Nest Council the exciting world of Girl Scout Brownies! Your
volunteering to help girls develop skills they will need to be leaders of tomorrow is invaluable. You help
shape the future of Girl Scouting. We are excited to have you on board!

You are about to participate in an experience that will be fun, exciting, challenging and unforgettable.
Thank you for giving your time to shape today’s girls into tomorrow leaders. We’re here to help.

This guide will take you from your very first meeting to bridging your girls into Girl Scout Juniors, with
tips for every step of the way. Remember that these pages include suggestions, not requirements, for
we did not want to take away from your own ideas and creativity.

To be most effective, take time to familiarize yourself with all the resources available listed on the next
page. While it may look like a lot, they all work together to provide detailed information about different
parts of the Girl Scout Brownie experience!

As you look at all of the materials that are at your disposal, remember that you will learn so much when
you complete your leadership courses (Orientation, Leader 101, & Leadership Essentials). Leader 101 and
Orientation are both required before you hold your first troop meeting. Leadership Essentials is
required within six months of your appointment. These courses are invaluable to your leadership skills
and the success of your troop. Attending Service unit Meetings and getting to know your Service unit
Age Level Consultant will give you contact with experienced leaders and develop your support network.

Finally, your experience, especially the first year, will be filled with all kinds of learning experiences.
Both you and your girls will discover new worlds together. As you become more comfortable in your
leadership position, you will be able to give the girls more responsibility. The ultimate goal in Girl Scout
troop management is to implement girl/adult partnership. Give the girls an opportunity, regardless of
the age level, to take an increasingly more active part in planning as the year progresses. You cannot
imagine the satisfaction that you will feel as you see girls grow and mature under your guidance.

Use the suggestions on the following pages as a guide. This material is being provided to help you enjoy
your Girl Scouting experience. Relax and enjoy your troop and don't forget to have fun! Don’t forget
Girl Scout Brownies is about exploring and having fun. Remember:

"You Lead Today, She'll Lead Tomorrow."
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The Girl Scout Leadership Development Program

What is the Girl Scout Leadership Development Program?
The leadership model is the new design for what girls do in Girl Scouting and how adult support can strengthen
their experience. It is the road map for determining what a girl will learn and how she will be impacted. The model
defines and displays all the elements that must be in place to positively impact girls’ lives. The Girl Scout
Leadership Development Program is the model in action.

How will the Girl Scout Leadership Development Program impact girls’ lives?
Through the Girl Scout Leadership Development Program, girls will discover their personal best and prepare for a
positive future, connect with others in an increasingly diverse world, and take action to solve problems and
improve their communities. Girls have told us that these opportunities matter very much to them—both in their
daily lives and as they prepare for their futures. And, with our unique focus on a by girls, for girls approach and
cooperative and experiential learning, girls will continue to have fun, friendship, and exciting adventures.

The Girl Scout approach to leadership is based on three pillars—Discover, Connect and Take Action.

The Girl Scout leadership development pillars represent cycles of activities that engage girls in practicing
leadership skills, based on the values of the Girl Scout Promise and Law. Girl Scouting will redefine with girls and
the nation what it means to be a leader.

Mission Statement
Girl Scouting builds girls of courage,
confidence, and character, who make the
world a better place.

The Girl Scout Promise
On my honor, I will try:
To serve God, and my country
To help people at all time,
And to live by the Girl Scout law.

The Girl Scout Law
I will do my best to be:

Honest and fair,
Friendly and helpful,
Considerate and caring,
Courageous and strong, and
Responsible for what I say and do,

And to:
Respect myself and others,
Respect authority,
Use resources wisely,
Make the world a better place,
And be a sister to every Girl Scout.

Discover Girls develop a strong sense of self, gain practical and healthy life skills and strengthen
their values

Connect Girls form caring relationships, promote cooperation and team building and embrace
diversity

Take Action Girls feel empowered to make a difference, identify and solve problems they care about and
advocate for themselves and others

Grades

Girl Scout Daisy K-1

Girl Scout Brownie 2-3

Girl Scout Junior 4-5

Girl Scout Cadette 6-8

Girl Scout Senior 9-10

Girl Scout Ambassador 11-12
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Understanding the Journey’s Leadership Benefits
15 Girl Scout Leadership Outcomes

Activities in the Brownie Quest Journey are designed to achieve nine of these
outcomes – or benefits – for girls, which are shaded in the chart below. The
related activities and the “signs” girls will show to indicate what they are learning
along the journey are explained on pages 32-33 in the Brownie Girl Scout Journey
Adult Guide.

DISCOVER CONNECT TAKE ACTION

Girls develop
a strong sense of self.

Girls develop
healthy relationships.

Girls can
identify community

needs.

Girls develop
positive values.

Girls promote
cooperation and team

building.

Girls are
resourceful problem

solvers.

Girls gain
practical life skills.

Girls can
resolve conflicts.

Girls advocate
for themselves and
others, locally and

globally.

Girls seek
challenges in the world.

Girls advance
diversity in a

multicultural world.

Girls educate and
inspire

others to act.

Girls develop
critical thinking.

Girls feel connected
to their communities,
locally and globally.

Girls feel empowered
to make a difference

in the world.
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Try-Its

Try-Its are recognition patches that Brownies earn. They are designed to expose girls to new
interests. You will also be surprised at how much you can learn while preparing your Try-It activities.

Always try each new activity before presenting it at a meeting. You will be more confident when you
know that it is going to work the way you planned. You will also have a better idea of the time and
supplies you will need to make things go smoothly (preparation, drying time and clean- up time).

Try-Its are completed when you finish four of the activities in the Try-Its for Brownie Girl Scouts
book. If your girls are enjoying the Try-It, you may want to complete more. These activities can be
modified for your troop depending on space, your geographical area, travel time, funds, abilities of the
girls, etc. You, as the leader, decide when the girls have met the activity requirements. You do not
have to finish a Try-It if the girls are losing interest; at least they have had the opportunity to “Try-
It”.

Earning Try-Its is not a race or a sign of achievement for you as their leader. What is
important is that the girls learned something new and had fun. Present Try-Its earned at an
awards ceremony that your girls have helped to plan. This is a perfect opportunity to involve
your parents. A parent with a certain interest, hobby or profession could be "in charge" of a
particular Try-It. Try-Its were not created with the intent that girls would complete all 59.

They were created to provide the girls with exposure to many areas in their world.
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OUTSTANDING TROOP AWARD

Your troop can work toward earning this Outstanding Troop Award (OTA) throughout the year.

The requirements for this award are designed to help you plan a well-rounded Girl Scout year.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OUTSTANDING TROOP AWARD

PURPOSE: The purpose of the Outstanding Troop Award is to build a stronger troop program through
diversified and quality activities. In order to do this, girl/adult planning will need to begin in the first part of
the troop year. It will take all year to fulfill the requirements and do it well.

FOR: ALL AGE LEVEL TROOPS

GUIDELINES FOR ELIGIBILITY:
1. In order to receive recognition at the May Service Unit Meeting, complete report forms and submit

payment to the GSHNC Service Center by April 30th, to the attention of your Membership Specialist.

2. Each activity can fulfill only one requirement, which must have been accomplished during the current
Girl Scout year.

3. All activities used to meet requirements for the award may also be applied toward other badge, patch,
IPP, charm or award requirements in GSUSA or GSHNC council programs.

Please complete each section, fill in patch order information and attach your check.

Troop # Service Unit/County Troop Leader

Address City, State Zip

Day Phone Evening Phone

Grade Level (Check One) _____Daisy _____Brownie _____Junior _____Cad/Sr/Amb

Patches ordered $1.00 X _____________

Current NC Sales Tax 8.25%

If being mailed, Postage & Handling $1.34

TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________________
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BRIDGING

When Girl Scouts complete each grade level of the Girl Scout program, they move to a new
grade level. This is referred to as “bridging.” A Brownie Girl Scout can learn more about
what is in store for her at the Girl Scout Junior grade level by earning the Bridge to
Junior Girl Scouts Award. She will receive her Girl Scout Brownie wings and she can
bridge to Girl Scout Juniors, regardless of whether or not she chooses to earn this award.

By completing six activities from the options listed in the Brownie Girl Scout Handbook,
she will learn what is at the end of the bridging rainbow – Girl Scout Juniors. The
activities promote interaction with Girl Scout Juniors and finding out about Girl Scout
Juniors badges and signs.

The Bridge to Junior Girl Scouts steps also provide an opportunity for the Brownie Girl
Scouts to help plan their fly-up ceremony. The fly-up wings and Bridge to Junior Girl
Scouts Award are presented at this ceremony. You can find additional information about
bridging at the GSUSA website: www.girlscouts.org.

See the Ceremonies section for sample Bridging ceremonies.
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CEREMONIES & TRADITIONS

Ceremonies
Time to Celebrate Girl Scouting

Ceremonies mark special Girl Scout events throughout the year. They can celebrate major
transitions, such as bridging to another level or getting your Girl Scout pin, commemorate your
accomplishment when you earn awards, or simply make the beginning or end of your group's meeting
special. You can also plan a ceremony around a theme, such as friendship or nature that you wish to
explore in thought, words, or song. Whatever its purpose, every Girl Scout ceremony enables girls
to share in a special part of Girl Scout history and create their own special memories.

What are Important Ceremonies in Girl Scouting?

Bridging ceremonies mark a girl's move from one age-level of Girl Scouting to another

Court of Awards is a time to recognize girls who have accomplished something during the Girl
Scout year.

Flag ceremonies can be part of any activity that honors the American flag.

Fly-Up is a bridging ceremony for Brownie Girl Scouts who are bridging to Junior Girl Scouts. Girls
receive the Girl Scout pin along with their Brownie Girl Scout wings.

Founder's Day or Juliette Low's Birthday, October 31, is a time to remember the important
role Juliette Low played in the development of the Girl Scout Movement in the United States.

Girl Scout Birthday ceremonies can be held on or near March 12, the date Juliette Gordon Low
started Girl Scouting in the United States of America.

Girl Scouts' Own is an adult/girl-planned program that allows girls to explore their feelings around
a topic, such as friendship or The Girl Scout Promise and Law using the spoken word, favorite
songs, poetry, or other methods of expression.

Investiture welcomes new members, girls or adults, into the Girl Scout family for the first time.
Girls receive their Girl Scout pin, Brownie pin or Daisy pin at this time, which ever is appropriate.

Opening ceremonies start the troop meeting.

Pinning Ceremonies help celebrate when girls receive age-level Girl Scout pins and membership
stars and discs.

Rededication Ceremonies are an opportunity for girls and adults to renew their commitment to the
Girl Scout Promise and Law.


